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were, in largest measure, trophies of the hero-
ism which has at all times marked Jesuit
enterprise among the heathen. St. Francis
Xavier, a Christian Alexander, meditated the
conquest of Farther Asia, and left to his
successors a promising empire, which Japanese
persecution, Dutch intrigue, and the opposi-
tion of other Catholics hindered from its due
expansion. But the pride of the Great Com-
pany was Paraguay, civilized and defended
as an Indian Paradise by these " black-
robes," who renewed on their own principles
a polity resembling in more than one feature
*the social institutions which Pizarro found
existing under the Incas of Peru.

And now, when Louis XIV. had acquired
for his house the throne of Spain, supplanting
the Habsburgs, and securing to the Bourbons
a masterdom over the Latin nations, there was
approaching a universal change which con-
stituted, as Macaulay reckons it, " the fourth
great peril of the Church of Rome." On
lines not similar but converging the attack
was directed, by Jansenist lawyers, philo-
sophic thinkers, and the party of letters and
fashion called Libertines.

First came so determined a recoil from the
austerity which Louis affected after his mar-
riage with Madame de Maintenon, that Lecky